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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Street, Berwick, Maine 03901

April 17, 2014 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair John Higgins

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
John Higgins; Niles Schore; Paul Boisvert
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	Arthur Ream; Judy Burgess
      
Alternate Members Present: 
David Dow; Peter Galfetti; 
Staff Members Present: 
Joe Rousselle, Code Enforcement Officer; John Stoll, Town Planner

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· March 20, 2014
Mr. Schore made a motion to accept the minutes; on a second from Mr. Boisvert:
VOTED – 4-0 in favor
Motion Passed
In favor:	John Higgins; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore; David Dow

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Arthur Ream; Judy Burgess; Peter Galfetti

· April 3, 2014

Chair Higgins asked that site walk information be included for Corliss Subdivision minutes.  Chair Higgins also asked that Low Impact Development be written completely instead of abbreviated as LID

Mr. Schore made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, on a second from Mr. Boisvert:

VOTED – 4-0 in favor
Motion Passed
In favor:	John Higgins; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore; David Dow

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	Peter Galfetti

	Absent:	Arthur Ream; Judy Burgess; 

III. PUBLIC HEARING – 5 Lot Major Subdivision-Old Pine Hill Rd.-Corliss  (Map R44, Lot 12).
Chair Higgins opened the Public Hearing at 6:38 p.m.
Jay Stephens of Civil Consultants presented the application on behalf the applicants.
Mr. Boisvert stated that the Northeastern corner of the subdivision had at least 4 inches of mud, and that the Southeastern corner did not seem to be well drained.
Mr. Boisvert also stated that there was a well on the lot that should be noted on the plan, and made safe for children.
Mr. Schore asked the Town Planner if the application would be peer reviewed.
Mr. Stoll stated that the application would be peer reviewed and asked what exactly the Board would like the peer review to cover.
Mr. Schore stated that he had concerns about the soil drainage that Mr. Boisvert had noted.
Tinuviel Sampson asked about a hydrogeologic assessment, and brought up concerns about wells on abutting properties within 200 feet of the subdivision being noted on the plans.
Diane Vachon stated that she was concerned about the ground water table being interrupted by excavation for new houses.
Ms. Sampson asked if the proposed road would be accepted as a Town-owned road.
Mr. Stephens stated that was the intention of the applicant.
Ms. Sampson asked about the timeline for home construction and sales.
John Corliss stated that the homes would be built and then sold.
Mr. Stoll read into the record the contents of a letter submitted by Wendy Lull of 127 Old Pine Hill Rd. concerning drainage issues for the proposed subdivision (the complete contents of this letter are available from the Berwick Planning Department). 
Mr. Boisvert asked about a Town “sidewalk contribution fund,” and the possibility of the applicant contributing to this fund in lieu of the sidewalk requirement in the subdivision ordinance.
Mr. Stoll asked if this was voluntary or in exchange for a waiver.
Mr. Schore asked about when the Board could authorize a waiver.
Chair Higgins proposed a stay on covering the Finding of Fact for this application.
Mr. Stoll clarified that preliminary approval would be delayed at this time.

IV. OLD BUSINESS

· Conditional Use – Parking Facility-Saab Specific, LLC
· Map R-54, Lot 15-6, 16 Commercial Drive

Mr. Stoll requested that this item be tabled until the end of the agenda to give the applicant time to arrive at the meeting.

· Conditional Use Amendment – House of Hope
· Map U-4, Lot 4, 6 Sullivan Street.

Chair Higgins asked the applicant to submit a parking narrative to the Planning Department.

Chair Higgins asked the Code Enforcement Officer to inspect the LP tanks behind the existing building.

Mr. Boisvert asked the applicant if he would be willing to allow the Conditional Use to “sunset” if House of Hope were to sell and vacate the building.

The applicant stated that he would agree to the sunset provision.

Mr. Schore asked the applicant if he would be willing to update the Board annually about the number of individuals served and how operations are proceeding.

The applicant stated that he would keep the Board updated.

At this time the Board discussed the Findings of Fact for individual performance standards with the applicant.  (These Findings are available in the Planning Department staff report for public review upon request).


VOTED – 4-0 in favor
Motion passed

In favor:	Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore; John Higgins; David Dow

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	Peter Galfetti

	Absent:	Arthur Ream; Judy Burgess; 

· Conditional Use – Parking Facility –Saab Specific, LLC
· Map R-54, Lot 15-6, 16 Commercial Drive

Chair Higgins tabled this item until the May 1, 2014 Planning Board meeting due to the applicant not being present at this time.



V. ADJOURNMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Schore made a motion to adjourn; on a second from Mr. Higgins:

	
VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

In favor:	Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore; John Higgins; David Dow; Peter Galfetti

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Arthur Ream; Judy Burgess; 

	


The Board adjourned at approximately 8:30  p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s May 3, 2014 meeting


Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
John Higgins				Date
Planning Board Chair			
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