	Town of Berwick
Sullivan Square, P.O. Box 696, Berwick, Maine  03901
Phone: (207) 698-1101     Fax: (207) 698-5181
Website: www.berwickmaine.org


[image: Berwick Town Seal]

February 19, 2013

	Janet Mills, Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
6 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333 

	Peter Anastos, Chair
Linda Uhl, Chief Counsel
Maine State Housing Authority
353 Water Street
Augusta, ME 04330


	Kathryn Slattery, District Attorney
York County District Attorney’s Office
 45 Kennebunk Road
Alfred, ME 04002

	Paul Aprigliano, Director
US Department of Housing and Urban Development
Department of Enforcement, Compliance Division
26 Federal Plaza, Room 3237
New York, NY 10278-0068
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ATTN: LIHTC
Financing Oversight Division
Santa Barbara, CA 93101




	

	
	



Re:  Sullivan Street School Project, Berwick, Maine, Developed by Bateman Partners, LLC (Related entities: Sullivan School Associates, LLP, Bateman Investments, LLC and Phoenix Management Corp.)  Said entities are collectively referred to as “Bateman.”

Dear Sir/Madam:

The purpose of this letter is to bring to your attention the results of an in-depth independent third party investigation the Town of Berwick commissioned with respect to the above-mentioned affordable housing project (the “Project.”)  A copy of the investigation report is enclosed.

The investigation was commissioned by the Berwick Board of Selectmen because the Project inspired vocal opposition in our community.  Said opposition was based on allegations that Bateman made material misrepresentations to the Town’s Board of Selectmen, its Planning Board and the community at large regarding the nature and scope of the Project.
Page 2
As outlined in the enclosed report, certain allegations were not substantiated.  However, the Independent Investigator found that other allegations did appear to be supported by the available evidence.  In particular, the investigator concluded that information Bateman provided to the Town regarding the targeted income levels of the proposed tenant population was misleading.  Moreover, the investigator found that Bateman exceeded the scope of its Planning Board approvals.  The Town’s Planning Board only approved the Project for studios and 1 and 2 bedroom units.  Bateman nevertheless represented to MSHA (in conjunction with its application for Low Income Housing Tax Credit (“LIHTC”) financing application) that the Project included 3 bedroom units.  Based on this representation, Bateman secured valuable points on their highly competitive LIHTC application and ultimately was awarded LIHTC financing whereas other applicants were denied.

We provide this information to you for your review to determine whether additional action from your agency is appropriate in the circumstances.

Should you wish to discuss this matter in greater detail, please do not hesitate to contact us.


				Sincerely,


				______________________________________________
				Bart Haley, Chair, Berwick Board of Selectman
					

				_______________________________________________
				Eleanor Murphy, Vice Chair, Berwick Board of Selectman


				_______________________________________________
				Robert Crichton, Berwick Board of Selectman
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                                                _______________________________________________
			          Bryan O’Connor, Berwick Board of Selectman


			        _______________________________________________
			         Edward Ganiere, Berwick Board of Selectman






image1.gif




