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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Square, Berwick, Maine 03901

February 21, 2013 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair Peter Perri

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	John Higgins

Alternate Members Present: 
Ken Porrier

Alternate Members Absent:
Vacant Seat
Staff Members Present: 
Patrick Venne, Town Planner & Land Use Counsel

Chair Perri appointed Mr. Porrier to a voting member of the Board for the meeting in light of Mr. Higgins’ absence

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION
The customary agenda item of an executive session was not utilized by the Board

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 7, 2013 Minutes
The Board took several minutes to review the minutes, after which it voted unanimously by a call of the roll to approve them as written, signed by Chair Perri.

Ms. Burgess moved to accept the minutes as written, Mr. Schore seconded the motion.


VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Ken Porrier; Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent:	John Higgins

Ms. Burgess indicated the site walk minutes from February 5, 2013 were not ready.

The Board further discussed the site walk minutes as amended, and Mr. Schore moved to accept them.  Mr. Boisvert seconded the motion.

VOTED: 3-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Peter Perri; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	Ken Porrier; Judy Burgess

Absent:	John Higgins

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
a. Adoption of Decision, Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law
b. Project: Three Lot Mixed Use Subdivision
c. Location: 355 Portland Street, Map R-70, Lots 12, 12-1, and 12-2
d. Applicant/Representative: Schoolhouse Meadow LLC/ Doug LaRosa, Tritech Engineering
e. Review: Minor Subdivision

Ms. Burgess moved to adopt the findings and conclusions for Schoolhouse Meadow LLC, Map R-70, Lot 12.  Mr. Schore seconded the motion.

VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	Ken Porrier

Absent:	John Higgins

V. REGULAR BUSINESS

A.  Further Discussion of Board’s Rules and Regulations

The Board discussed possible amendments of its Rules & Policies, Rule 5 and Rule 12.  After reviewing a staff memo with suggested amendments to address the Board’s interest in allowing votes by a means other than call of the roll as well as in allowing more robust public comment without violating due process rights, the Board agreed upon language for amending Rule 5, which was given an initial reading at that meeting to allow a vote at the next meeting.  The agreed upon language for amending Rule 5 is as follows:
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“All matters, other than final votes or where the Chair requests a call of the roll, shall be decided by a show of hands.  A simple majority of the members voting shall be sufficient for any motion properly seconded to pass.  When a motion results in a tie vote it fails.”

With respect to Rule 12, the Board discussed the difference between the phrase ‘regular voting members’ and ‘regular members voting,’ in addition to what degree of public participation should be allowed at public hearings, as well as whether and to what extent public comment should be allowed at public meetings which are not also public hearings.  The Board also discussed what topics are appropriate for discussion at its meetings, whether inquiries should always be made through the Chair, when a matter is considered “pending,” and what a reconsideration request means for acceptable public comment.   

The Board concluded by requesting a redraft of Rule 12 in several sub-parts for discussion at a subsequent meeting.

The Board also discussed the timeframe for public notices and hearings regarding changes to the Land Use Ordinance.

VI. OTHER:

A. Update on Planner Position
Mr. Venne updated the Board on the level of interest in the Town’s recent advertisement for the position of Town Planner.  He indicated the position generated interest from a pool of national and even international candidates, including one from Australia, all except one of whom are Maine natives looking to return to the State.  Ms. Burgess stated that the Town should not fly candidates to Maine, and Mr. Venne said it would not.  Ms. Burgess asked that this be noted.

B.  Ordinance Amendment Dates
The Board was advised that because the need for all amendments to be submitted for Town Meeting warrant was in the near future, required public notice periods precluded any potential amendments from consideration at the annual Town Meeting in June.  Chair Perri discussed his interest in further discussing the loophole he believes exists in the Town’s residential growth cap.  The Board also discussed the definition of ‘structure’ and ‘building’ in the context of pools and sheds and how they fit into the current regulatory framework related to dimensional setback requirements.  Ms. Burgess expressed interest in redrafting Section 6.3 of the Land Use Ordinance to reference “lots and structures.”  Mr. Perri suggested redrafting the Town’s residential growth cap to apply to ‘dwelling units’ rather than ‘buildings.’  Mr. Boisvert suggested looking at the term ‘enjoyment’ and the Board discussed other vague phrases as well, including ‘aesthetics.’

C.  Downtown Vision Committee Update
Staff provided the Board with an update on the process unfolding with the public input forums being conducted as the ‘Downtown Vision Committee.’  The Board was informed a survey was about to be released, and discussed the requisite process for substantively amending land use language, which may include amending the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  

VII. ADJOURNMENT

	Mr. Boisvert moved to adjourn.  On a second by Ms. Burgess, the Board:

VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

	In favor:	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; Paul Boisvert; Niles Schore; Ken Porrier

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	None

The Board adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Director of Town Planning / Town Land Use Attorney Patrick Venne, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s March 7, 2013 meeting

Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
Peter Perri, Planning Board Chair	Date
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