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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Square, Berwick, Maine 03901

March 21, 2013 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair Peter Perri

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	Paul Boisvert

Alternate Members Present: 
Ken Porrier

Alternate Members Absent:
Vacant Seat
Staff Members Present: 
Patrick Venne, Town Manager; John Stoll, Town Planner

Chair Perri appointed Mr. Porrier to a voting member of the Board for the meeting in light of Mr. Boisverts’ absence

II. INTRODUCTION OF NEW TOWN PLANNER
A.  Berwick Town Manager Patrick Venne introduced John Stoll as the new Town Planner

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION
The customary agenda item of an executive session was not utilized by the Board

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 7, 2013 Minutes
Chairman Perri pointed out that the call to order was issued by him and not by Paul Boisvert as the minutes reflected.  Mr. Venne noted that staff would correct the mistake.  Mr. Schore questioned why the minutes stated that the board had agreed upon language regarding rule 5 (of the board rules and policies), but the language was not included in the minutes.  

Ms. Burgess moved to accept the minutes with the requested changes, and Mr. Higgins seconded the motion.


VOTED: 4-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Ken Porrier; Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	John Higgins

Absent:	Paul Boisvert


V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Discussion of board rules and policies
Board members began by discussing rule number 5 of the Berwick Planning Board policies and procedures, and the appropriate use of roll call votes vs. show of hand votes.  The board continued their discussion with rule number 12 of the Berwick Planning Board policies and procedures.  Chair Perri explained the discussion that took place regarding rule 12 from the previous week to John Stoll; and requested that he gather several options for the board to consider at the April 4th meeting.  

Following discussion Ms. Burgess moved to accept the changes to rule number 5 of the Berwick Planning Board policies and procedures.   Mr. Porrier seconded with the understanding that the official minutes would reflect how the board members voted when a show of hands vote was used.

5.)  “All matters, other than final votes or where the Chair requests a call of roll, shall be decided by a show of hands.  A simple majority of the members voting shall be sufficient for any motion properly seconded to pass.  When a motion results in a tie vote it fails.”
VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Porrier

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent:	Paul Boisvert




VI. NEW BUSINESS

A.  None


VII. OTHER:

A. Sign mylar for School House Meadow
Board members signed the plat sheet for the new subdivision named School House Meadow.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

	Mr. Porrier moved to adjourn.  On a second by Mr. Shore, the Board:

VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

	In favor:	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Porrier

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Paul Boisvert

The Board adjourned at approximately 8:40 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s April 4, 2013 meeting

Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
Peter Perri, Planning Board Chair	Date
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