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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Street, Berwick, Maine 03901

November 7, 2013 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair John Higgins

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Paul Boisvert; Frank Underwood
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	None
      
Alternate Members Present: 
Ken Poirier; Arthur Ream

Alternate Members Absent:
None
Staff Members Present: 
Joe Rousselle, Code Enforcement Officer; John Stoll, Town Planner

II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
October 3, 2013

Mr. Boisvert stated that a record of vote in the minutes contained Mr. Schore’s name twice, and omitted his own name.

Mr. Underwood made a motion to accept the minutes as amended.  Mr. Schore seconded:

VOTED: 5-0 to accept as amended.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	John Higgins; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; Frank Underwood, Paul Boisvert

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent: 	None

Alternate: Ken Poirier; Arthur Ream


III. OLD BUSINESS- FORMAL ADOPTION OF FINDINGS OF FACT & CONCLUSIONS OF LAW FOR MINOR SUBDIVISION-WENTWORTH RD

Ms. Burgess stated that on page 4. The Berwick Fire Chief is listed twice.

Ms. Burgess pointed out a fact on page 6 indicated that a 4th test pit was found unsuitable.  Mr. Boisvert stated that the fact should say that the soil evaluator found the test pits suitable for all lots.

Ms. Burgess made a motion to approve the Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law for Changing places LLC as amended.  Mr. Schore seconded:

VOTED: 5-0 to approve as amended
Motion passed unanimously

In Favor:	John Higgins; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; Frank Underwood; Paul Boisvert

Opposed:	None

Abstain:	None

Absent:	None

Alternate:	Ken Poirier; Arthur Ream


IV. NEW BUSINESS
A. CONDITIONAL USE APPLICATION- STORAGE AND/OR MAINTENANCE FACILITY-33 GUINEA RD AND 375 PORTLAND ST.

John Bjork of 33 Guinea Rd, explained his application for a conditional use at 33 Guinea Rd and 375 Portland St.

Mike Fisher, 27 Guinea Rd, expressed some concern about noise late at night, but stated that the applicant is a good neighbor.

Peter Hashem, 37 Guinea Rd, expressed concern about the applicant selling and a new owner operating with a lot of noise and not having giving the same courtesy to neighbors that the applicant has demonstrated

Robert Thompson, 35 Guinea Rd, explained the history of the ownership of the property.  Mr. Thompson also expressed concern about the conditional use changing to different ownership.

Mr. Bjork stated that he wouldn’t be opposed to the conditional use expiring if he sold the property.

The Planning Board scheduled a site walk at 33 Guinea Rd for Saturday November 16, 2013 at 8:30 a.m.; with a site walk at 375 Portland St. to follow at approximately 9:00 a.m.


V. NEW BUSINESS-DISCUSSION OF NEW PROCEDURES

The Town Planner discussed new review procedures with the Planning Board.  Mr. Stoll was instructed to require an 11’’x17’’ plat submission with future subdivision applications as well as a CD containing relevant files in .dwx format.

VI. NEW BUSINESS-DISCUSSION OF ELECTRICAL ORDINANCE

The Planning Board discussed the idea of the Town adopting an electrical ordinance.  It was suggested that the Berwick Fire Chief provide some input and direction on any potential ordinance.


VII.  TOWN PLANNERS REPORT


VIII. ADJOURNMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Underwood made a motion to adjourn, on a second from Mr. Schore:

	
VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

In favor:	Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Paul Boisvert; Frank Underwood; Niles Schore

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	None

	Alternate:	Ken Poirier; Arthur Ream


The Board adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s November 21, 2013 meeting


Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
John Higgins				Date
Planning Board Chair			
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