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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Square, Berwick, Maine 03901

April 4, 2013 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair Peter Perri

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
Peter Perri; Paul Boisvert; John Higgins; Niles Schore
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	Judy Burgess

Alternate Members Present: 
Ken Porrier

Alternate Members Absent:
Vacant Seat
Staff Members Present: 
 John Stoll, Town Planner

Chair Perri appointed Mr. Porrier to a voting member of the Board for the meeting in light of Ms. Burgess’ absence

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
March 21, 2013 Minutes
Mr. Boisvert noted that he was absent from the March 21, 2013 meeting, and should not have been listed in the vote to adjourn.  Mr. Stoll said that the minutes would be amended to show Mr. Boisvert’s absence and to include Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Higgins moved to accept the minutes as amended, and Mr. Schore seconded the motion.


VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Ken Porrier; Peter Perri; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Paul Boisvert

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent:	Judy Burgess

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

April 4, 2013 Agenda
Chair Perri explained that the purpose of this section was for the Town Planner to attain Board approval for two additional items that were added after this agenda had been posted.  Those items are mentioned as follows:
A.  A vote for a May 2, 2013 joint meeting with the Berwick Board of Selectmen
B.  A Town Planner Report 
     
Mr. Schore moved to accept the amended agenda, and Mr. Porrier seconded

VOTED 5-0 to accept
Motion passed unanimously

In Favor:	Peter Perri; Paul Boisvert; John Higgins; Ken Porrier; Niles Schore

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Judy Burgess


IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. Pre-Application Conference-Kimball
Steven Kimball explained to members of the Planning Board his family’s intentions for dividing Map 37, Lot 6, aka 119 Cemetery Rd.  Joined by Nancy Kimball; Board members discussed the history of prior lot divisions at this location.  The Planning Board determined that this would require minor subdivision approval due to a prior lot being split off within the last five years.  The applicants were encouraged to contact a surveyor and make plans to work with town staff to prepare the minor subdivision for Planning Board approval.  No site walk was scheduled at this time.
B. May 2nd Planning Board/Selectmen meeting approval
Members of the Planning board discussed participation in a May 2, 2013 joint Planning Board/Board of Selectmen meeting where a presentation will be given by representatives from Southern Maine Regional Planning Commission on “Brownfield’s.”  
Chair Perri asked Mr. Stoll how if this was going to be an official planning board meeting, and if it would need to be noticed as such.  Mr. Stoll suggested that the planning board label the meeting a “work session” in order to keep the agenda clear.  Mr. Higgins suggested that the board postpone any agenda items to the next scheduled meeting of May 16, 2013.  Mr. Stoll suggested that the board consider the question again at the April 18, 2013.  Chair Perri stated that the Planning Board would convene on May 2, 2013 at 6 p.m.
Mr. Higgins made a motion that the board attend the May 2, 2013 meeting with the stipulation that the agenda consist of only the Brownfields presentation and agenda items deemed urgent by the town planner.  Mr. Boisvert seconded with the reminder that the May 2nd meeting would begin at 6 p.m.
VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Peter Perri; Paul Boisvert; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Porrier

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent:	Judy Burgess


V. OLD BUSINESS

A.  Discussion of Board Rules and Policies

Board members discussed potential changes to Rule number 12 of the Berwick Planning Board Policies and Procedures.  After a brief discussion with Mr. Stoll, the board agreed that they would table discussion of rule number 12 until the May 16, 2013.  


VI. OTHER:

A. Discussion of Sign Ordinance Definitions

Mr. Stoll presented the board with a work plan to assist with the issue of defining an information sign.  Board members discussed potential enforcement issues, and concluded that the sign ordinance was not a priority for the Planning Board, and the issue was put to rest for the time being.

B. Public Hearing Notices

Mr. Stoll addressed requirements in Maine State law as well as the local Berwick Land Use ordinance regarding noticing for public meetings and hearings.  The Board discussed the possibility of addressing their own notice requirements in the Berwick Planning Board Policies and Procedures.  Mr. Schore asked Mr. Stoll to create language for Board rule number six that will clarify Board policy regarding noticing of public meetings as well as the difference between public meetings and public hearings.

C. Critical Deadlines for November town meeting

Mr. Stoll distributed a list of critical deadlines that the Planning Board would need to consider in order to place warrant items on the November Special Town Meeting.  

Chair Perri asked Mr. Stoll to gather information about application fees from surrounding Maine communities for comparison and potential updates for Berwick. 

D.  Town Planner Report

Mr. Stoll stated that he would like the Town Planner Report to become a regular agenda item where he would have an opportunity to make the Planning Board aware of upcoming issues, and to pass along relevant information as was necessary.

Mr. Stoll informed the Planning Board that a public hearing would take place on April 18, 2013 where ordinance revisions would be heard, and possibly passed along to the Board of Selectmen.  

Mr. Stoll distributed a model property maintenance ordinance for the Planning Board to review from the Town of Woodstock, Maine.
.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mr.  Porrier moved to adjourn.  On a second by Mr. Boisvert, the Board:

VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

	In favor:	Peter Perri; Paul Boisvert; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Porrier

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Judy Burgess

The Board adjourned at approximately 9:20 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s April 18, 2013 meeting

Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
Peter Perri, Planning Board Chair	Date
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