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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Square, Berwick, Maine 03901

June 6, 2013 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair Peter Perri

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	Paul Boisvert

Alternate Members Present: 
Ken Poirier

Alternate Members Absent:
Vacant Seat
Staff Members Present: 
 Joe Rousselle, Code Enforcement Officer; John Stoll, Town Planner

Chair Perri appointed Mr. Poirier to a voting member of the Board for the meeting 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
May 16, 2013 Minutes

Mr. Poirier made a motion to accept the minutes as written, and Mr. Higgins seconded.


VOTED: 3-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Ken Poirier; Peter Perri; John Higgins

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	Judy Burgess, Niles Schore

Absent:	

III. CONDITIONAL USE-42 LOGAN ST - BYRNE


The applicant, Maura Byrne addressed the board at this time.  Ms. Byrne stated that she wished to renovate an existing barn into an “in-law” apartment.

Ms. Burgess reminded the applicant that the Berwick Land Use Ordinance requires a person with a possessory interest in the property to reside in one of the units on the lot.  Ms. Byrne said that she understood this.

Mr. Higgins asked if plans have been submitted to the Code Officer.  Ms. Byrne said that she had submitted plans.

Chair Perri asked if there would be any additional parking.  Ms. Byrne said that there would not be.  Mr. Rousselle said that he had no concerns at this time.

Chair Perri asked the planning board when they would like to schedule a site walk.  Ms. Burgess suggested that the site walk take place at 5:00 p.m. on June 20th, just prior to the regularly scheduled planning board meeting on that date.

Mr. Schore made a motion to continue the public hearing until June 20th, and Mr. Higgins seconded.

VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

In Favor:	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Poirier

Opposed:	None

Abstain:	None

Absent: 	Paul Boisvert

IV. CONDITIONAL USE – SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEM –CHRICHTON

The applicant, Timothy Crichton addressed the board at this time.  Mr. Crichton described the dimensions of the wind turbine that he intends to install.  Mr. Stoll asked Mr. Crichton if he intends to move the site of the project.  Mr. Crichton stated that he intends to move the project to his father’s lot across the street.  

Chair Perri stated that this would require a new application which would show the change of address.  Mr. Stoll said that they would change the official notice, and rewrite the application.

Mr. Higgins asked if the turbine would provide power to lot 16A, and if the project would cross the Mountain View Rd Right of way.  Mr. Crichton indicated that it would.

Ms. Burgess asked if Mountain View Road was a public Right of Way, and Mr. Crichton said that it was not.

Mr. Poirier asked where the turbine would be placed on the property, and if it would be necessary to actually cross the right of way.  Mr. Crichton said that he could run the power cable across a field instead of the right of way.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Schore asked about noise from the turbine.  Mr. Stoll said that the applicant would be allowed 60 dB(A) from 7 am to 10 pm.  Mr. Crichton said that the dB(A) should not exceed 17 dB(A) at any time. Clarified 6/20; Engineering specs show 46.4 dB at 60m, 8 m/s.

Mr. Crichton said that he plans to take an existing windmill from North Berwick that is next to Pratt & Whitney, and install it on his father’s land.

Ms. Burgess asked if any of the power would go back into the (CMP Power) grid.  Mr. Crichton said that the turbine does not provide enough power to go back into the grid.  Ms. Burgess asked if the turbine would be attached to anything other than the applicants’ home.  Mr. Crichton said that it would not.  

Mr. Poirier asked if there were any other generating windmills in Berwick, and how noisy this one would be.  Mr. Crichton said that he didn’t believe there were any other windmills, and that the turbine did not create much noise.  Ms. Burgess clarified that as long as the turbine didn’t exceed the allowable dB, then it was permitted.

A site walk was scheduled for June 20th, 2013 at 5:00 pm, and the site walk at 42 Logan Street was changed to 5:45 pm.

Mr. Schore made a motion based on the applicants’ request to amend their application that the public hearing be closed, and rescheduled for the June 20th, 2013 planning board meeting.  On a second from Chair Perri the board:

VOTED – 5-0 in Favor
Motion Passed

In Favor:	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Poirier

Opposed:	None

Abstain:	None

Absent:	Paul Boisvert



V. DISCUSSION OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE
.
Chair Perri stated that he would prefer the town adopt the International Property Maintenance Code rather than create a home grown ordinance.  Chair Perri questioned whether the property maintenance code was the responsibility of the planning board, and suggested that it may be better to let the Board of Selectman bring an ordinance like this forward.  Chair Perri questioned where the responsibility of enforcement would lie.

Mr. Schore asked if someone owned 5 acres, and decided to let three acres of the land grow wild would they be in violation of this ordinance.  Mr. Stoll stated that it would be necessary to work on the definition of what constituted a “lawn.”  

Mr. Higgins stated that he did not believe that this was the planning boards’ jurisdiction

Mr. Schore asked if there was a way to sit down with some of the other boards and decide exactly where jurisdiction would lie.

Ms. Burgess asked Mr. Rousselle if this was something that other towns were looking into.  Mr. Rousselle stated that South Berwick was looking into a blight ordinance.  Ms. Burgess stated that she believed the building code to be the responsibility of the selectmen.


VI.  TOWN PLANNERS REPORT

Mr. Stoll stated that the board should expect a presentation on zoning at their June 20th meeting as well as continuing the public hearing for the two conditional uses that were discuss tonight.  Mr. Stoll also said that the board would need to look at the police station in the Estabrook School at the end of July.

Ms. Burgess clarified that the board would be hearing a change of use from a school to a police station.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

	Mr. Higgins moved to adjourn.  On a second by Ms. Burgess, the Board:

VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

	In favor:	Peter Perri; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Ken Poirier

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Paul Boisvert

The Board adjourned at approximately 8:42 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s June 20, 2013 meeting

Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
Peter Perri, Planning Board Chair	Date
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