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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Street, Berwick, Maine 03901

August 15, 2013 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Vice-Chair Paul Boisvert

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
Paul Boisvert; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	None
      
Alternate Members Present: 
Ken Poirier

Alternate Members Absent:
Vacant Seat
Staff Members Present: 
Joe Rousselle, Code Enforcement Officer; Patrick Venne, Town Manager; John Stoll, Town Planner

II.  ELECTION OF BOARD CHAIRMAN

Vice-Chair Boisvert made Ken Poirier a voting member for this meeting.  

Board members discussed nominations for a new Chairman.

Vice-Chair Boisvert made a motion to nominate John Higgins as the new Planning Board Chairman, and on a second from Niles Schore the board:

VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Ken Poirier; Paul Boisvert; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; John Higgins

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent:	None


III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
August 1, 2013

Mr. Boisvert asked Mr. Stoll to insert a footnote to clarify a confusing sentence in the August 1st minutes.

Mr. Boisvert asked Mr. Stoll to add a note indicating that the public hearing was in fact closed at the last meeting

Mr. Schore made a motion to accept the August 1st meeting minutes as amended, and Mr. Boisvert seconded.

VOTED: 5-0 to accept.
Motion passed unanimously
In Favor: 	Ken Poirier; John Higgins; Paul Boisvert; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; 

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	None

Absent:	None


IV. OLD BUSINESS-CONDITIONAL USE – POLICE STATION 


	Article IX, Section 9.8-I (1): Conditional Use Performance Standards

	

	a. Access to the site from existing and proposed roads is safe and adequate.  The proposed use will not cause or aggravate undue traffic congestion;
	Findings

Access to the site is available from three separate directions: To the South off of Wilson Street; To the East off of School Street; and to the North off of Logan Street.

Motion: Mr. Boisvert, Second Mr. Schore

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met.

Pass 5-0


	b. The site design is in conformance with all flood hazard protection regulations and any proposed construction, excavation or fill will not affect a water body’s ability to store flood water;

	Findings

There are no plans for any construction or excavation at this time.  The site in question is not in a flood zone.

Motion: Ms. Burgess, Second Mr. Boisvert

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met.

Pass 5-0


	c. Adequate provision for the disposal of all wastewater and solid waste has been made.
	Findings

This site currently is connected to Town water and sewer

Motion: Mr. Schore, Second Mr. Boisvert

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met.

Pass 5-0


	d. Adequate provision for transportation, storage and disposal of any hazardous materials has been made;

	Findings

From the application materials submitted, no hazardous materials appear to have been contemplated for introduction or removal.

Motion: Ms. Burgess, Second Chair Higgins

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met

Pass 5-0


	e. Adequate provision for Stormwater management design and maintenance have been made
	Findings

This change of use will not disturb any or more than one acre of land.  

Motion: Mr. Boisvert, Second Mr. Schore

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met

Pass 5-0


	f. An erosion and sedimentation control plan has been formulated;

	Findings

Not Applicable

Motion: Mr. Schore, Second Chair Higgins

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard is not applicable

Pass 5-0


	g. There is adequate water supply to meet the demands of the proposed use and for fire protection purposes;

	Findings

This site is currently connected to Town water and sewer

Motion: Mr. Boisvert, Second Chair Higgins

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met

Pass 5-0


	h. The proposed use is compatible with adjacent land use and will not cause any unreasonable noise, dust smoke or other nuisances;

On a motion from Mr. Schore, and a second from Chair Higgins: The Planning Board voted 5-0 to reconsider this item after discussion of item (i.)  

On reconsideration the Planning Board:
Finds:

The proposed is compatible with the adjacent land use if 19 parking spaces are required.

No unreasonable noise, dust, smoke, or other nuisances are anticipated from this project.

Motion: Chair Higgins, Second Mr. Schore

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met if 19 parking spaces are required for the municipal office.
	Findings

No unreasonable noise, dust, smoke, or other nuisances are anticipated from this project.

Motion: Mr. Boisvert, Second Mr. Poirier

The proposed use is compatible with the adjacent land use.
Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met if 19 parking spaces are required.

Pass 5-0


	i. That all performance standards in this ordinance applicable to the proposed use will be met
	Findings

That all performance standards in this ordinance applicable to the proposed use will be met.

Section 7.7 does not apply

Motion: Chair Higgins, Second Mr. Boisvert

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met.

Pass 5-0


	j. When the proposed conditional use is in the Shoreland Zone it shall also meet the standards provided in Section 14.16.D.
	Findings

The proposed conditional use is not in the Shoreland Zone.

Motion: Chair Higgins, Second Ms. Burgess

Based on the above information and information in the record the Planning Board finds that this standard will be met.

Pass 5-0




Conditions of Approval

1.) Parking will be provided for 19 vehicles 

Motion: Chair Higgins, Second Mr. Boisvert

[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the above findings, conclusions, and conditions of approval, the Board approves the application by the Town of Berwick to change the use at 20 Wilson Street to a Municipal Facility from a school.


VOTED – 5-0 in Favor
Motion Passed

In Favor:	John Higgins; Judy Burgess; Ken Poirier; Niles Schore; Paul Boisvert

Opposed:	None

Abstain:	None

Absent:	None



V.  TOWN PLANNERS REPORT

Mr. Stoll made the board aware of the tentative agenda for the September 5th meeting.


VI. ADJOURNMENT

	Ms. Burgess made a motion to adjourn, and on a second from Mr. Schore:

VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

In favor:	Ken Poirier; Judy Burgess; John Higgins; Niles Schore; Paul Boisvert

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	None

The Board adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s September 5, 2013 meeting


Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
John Higgins				Date
Planning Board Chair			
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