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BERWICK PLANNING BOARD 
Municipal Meeting Room, Town Hall, 11 Sullivan Street, Berwick, Maine 03901

March 20, 2014 Meeting Minutes
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:30  P.M., Chair John Higgins

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Introductions / Roll Call

Regular Board Members Present: 
John Higgins, Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; Paul Boisvert
Regular Board Member(s) Absent: 
	Arthur Ream
      
Alternate Members Present: 
David Dow; Peter Galfetti 

Alternate Members Absent:
None
Staff Members Present: 
Joe Rousselle, Code Enforcement Officer; 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· February 20, 2014
Chair Higgins installed alternate member Peter Galfetti as a voting member for the evening.  
Chair Higgins recused himself from voting on this item.
Mr. Schore made a motion to accept the minutes; on a second from Ms. Burgess:
VOTED: 4-0 to accept.
Motion Passed

In favor: 	Paul Boisvert; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; Peter Galfetti 

Opposed: 	None

Abstain: 	John Higgins

Absent: 	Arthur Ream

Alternate: 	David Dow

III. PUBLIC HEARING – Proposed Addition to Berwick Comprehensive Plan
· Adoption of “Berwick Downtown Vision Report and Implementation Plan”
· Presented by DVC Members Frank Underwood and Kevin Gray.
Chair Higgins opened the Public Hearing at 6:40 p.m.
DVC members Frank Underwood and Kevin Gray presented the Berwick Downtown Vision Report to the Planning Board.
Chair Higgins closed the Public Hearing at 7:20 p.m.
Ms. Burgess made a motion to forward the “Berwick Downtown Vision Report and Implementation Plan” on to the Berwick Board of Selectmen for inclusion on the May Town Warrant.
Mr. Schore made a motion that the previous motion be amended to include a recommendation from the Planning Board that the Board of Selectmen approve the “Berwick Downtown Vision Report and Implementation Plan” and forward it on to the voters.
Ms. Burgess seconded the motion:
VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion Passed
In favor:	John Higgins; Paul Boisvert; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; Peter Galfetti

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Arthur Ream

	Alternate:	David Dow

	

IV.  PUBLIC HEARING
· Minor Subdivision-Corner Post Land Surveying
· CF Investments, 2 Lots, Back Sanford Rd. (Map R-41, Lot 15-1)

Chair Higgins opened the Public Hearing at 7:21 p.m.
John Hutchins of Corner Post Land Surveying spoke on behalf of the applicant.

Dan Croteau of Old Sanford Rd. asked what type of homes would be built at this location.

John Hutchins stated that they would be single family homes

Ms. Burgess stated that apartment buildings are not allowed in the R-3 zone.  Only single family homes and duplexes would be permissible.

Mr. Stoll entered a concern that the Planning Department received via voice mail.  The citizen concern was regarding the watershed in the area and the effect that it would have on ground water quality.

Mr. Rousselle stated that there would not be enough land per lot to build anything other than single family homes and remain in compliance with the Land Use Ordinance.

Nick Curtis owner of Lot 4 on Ledge Lane asked what notes were on the Plan regarding an existing well house.

Mr. Hutchins stated that Mr. Curtis had rights to the well, and that was referenced on the plan.

Mr. Curtis asked what municipal rules would apply to the improvement of Ledge Lane with the creation of the two new lots.

Mr. Rousselle stated that the standard for the road will be 15 feet wide, and 15 inches of gravel.

Chair Higgins closed the Public Hearing at approximately 7:40 p.m.

V. OLD BUSINESS
· Minor Subdivision-Final Fact Finding- Corner Post Land Surveying
· CF Investments 2 Lots Back Sanford Rd. (Map R-41, Lot 15-1)

VI. NEW BUSINESS
· Major Subdivision-Preliminary Application-Morning Dove Court, Old Pine Hill Rd.  Tax Map R-44, Lot 12; Civil Consultants

Tom Harmon of Civil Consultants represented the application.

A Public Hearing was scheduled for this item on April 17th, 2014.

Tinuviel Sampson of 112 Old Pine Hill Road stated that she was an abutting property owner.  
Ms. Sampson was concerned about drainage from the proposed subdivision, and its effect on her property.

Ms. Burgess explained that the purpose of a Stormwater management plan was to deal with these drainage issues.

Ms. Sampson asked about how diverting water would affect the well on her property.

Chair Higgins stated that there would have to be some effect if Stormwater runoff was diverted.

Ms. Burgess stated that a dug well was tapped into from an underground vein, and was not entirely dependent upon surface drainage.

Ms. Sampson asked how much of an increase to traffic should be expected from this proposed subdivision.  Ms. Sampson asked if a stop sign could be added or if the speed limit could be lowered.

Mr. Boisvert instructed Ms. Sampson to attend a Board of Selectmen meeting, and express her concerns to the Board as they have the ability to make these changes.
 
Carol Soup of Old Pine Hill Rd expressed concern with traffic increasing in the area due to the proposed subdivision.  Ms. Soup asked if there was anything the developer could do to alleviate future traffic problems.

Mr. Boisvert stated that speeding in the area is a law enforcement issue, and that concerned residents should express this to the Police Department.

Mr. Corliss stated that he would ensure that his contractors drove carefully through the area.
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VII. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Higgins made a motion to adjourn:

	
VOTED – 5-0 in favor
Motion passed

In favor:	Paul Boisvert; Judy Burgess; Niles Schore; John Higgins; Peter Galfetti

	Opposed:	None

	Abstain:	None

	Absent:	Arthur Ream

	Alternate:	David Dow




The Board adjourned at approximately 9:40 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Town Planner John Stoll, for consideration at the Berwick Planning Board’s April 3, 2014 meeting


Signed as Approved by the Board:


_________________________	_______________________
John Higgins				Date
Planning Board Chair			
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