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Tuesday, May 12, 2020    6:30pm    Via Zoom  
          11 Sullivan Street 
          Berwick, ME 03901 
 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Wright called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

2. Roll Call   

Board Members Present via Zoom: Chair Thomas Wright, Vice Chair Ed Ganiere, Selectman Noah Cobb, 

and Selectman Kenneth Manning, Jr.  

 

Board Members Absent: Selectman Mark Pendergast 

 

Staff Members Present via Zoom: Town Manager Stephen Eldridge and Town Clerk Patricia Murray 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

Chair Wright led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chair Wright gave an update regarding the pandemic.  There have been some cases of Covid19 in 

Berwick.  He estimates between 10 – 20 cases in Berwick.   

 

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

• April 28, 2020  

 

Motion: Selectman Manning moved to accept the April 28, 2020 minutes as written. Selectman Cobb 

seconded the motion.  

The motion carried: 4:0  

 

5. First Public Comment 

Chair Wright opened the first public comment.  There being no comments, Chair Wright closed the first 

public comment. 

 

 

 6. Public Hearing 

None. 
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7. Reports of Committees 

• BCTV Committee 

None. 

 

• Envision Berwick Committee 

None. 

 

Department Reports 

None. 

  

8. Appointments/Presentations/Other Guests 

None. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

None. 

 

10. Town Manager Report 

Town Manager Eldridge reported the following: 

• The fire station is enclosed.  A September move in date is anticipated. 

• Great Falls construction met with the Planner and Town Manager regarding TIF funding.  

They also discussed the School Street duplex. 

• The road bid was confirmed with Libby Scott. 

• Town Hall is anticipating a June 1st opening date.  We are working out the particulars. 

 

Chair Wright spoke about opening parks and trails.  The closed signs will remain in place at ponds, rivers 

etc. but people can use the facilities if they practice social distancing.  Chair Wright will speak to Dennis 

Dupuis regarding the kayak launch. 

 

11. Selectmen Communications  

None. 

 

12. Approval of Warrants 

 

04-30-2020  Payroll Warrant #2044 $     56,829.17 

05-14-2020  A/P Warrant #2046  $1,537,175.35 

05-14-2020  Payroll Warrant #2046 $     59,340.56 

 

Motion: Chair Wright made a motion to accept the Accounts Payable Warrants as presented and on the 

condition of the inspection of a majority of the Board of Selectmen. Vice Chair Ganiere seconded the 

motion. 

The motion carried: 4:0  

 

13. New Business 

• Rescind Vote of March 24, 2020 Approval of 2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

 

Motion: Vice Chair Ganiere made a motion to rescind the votes on the revised warrant articles being 

presented.  Selectman Manning seconded the motion. 

The motion carried: 4:0  

 

• Revised July 14, 2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

 

The revised warrant removes ARTICLE 29: 
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Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $300,000 for its use for road, bridge, and 

sidewalk construction and repairs, as well as Town parking lots and public ways, and including 

expenses for curbing, drainage and engineering fees when required, with the funds to be used in 

conjunction with the State of Maine Urban/Rural Initiative Program, and with unspent balances to 

be carried forward each year? 
 

Changes Article 28 from: 

 

Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $400,000 from Unassigned Fund Balance for Fiscal 

Year 2020/2021 and authorize its use for road, bridge, and sidewalk construction and repairs, as 

well as Town parking lots and public ways, and including expenses for curbing, drainage and 

engineering fees when required, with the funds to be used in conjunction with the State of Maine 

Urban/Rural Initiative Program, and with unspent balances to be carried forward each year? 

 
To: 

 
Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $600,000 from Unassigned Fund Balance for Fiscal 

Year 2020/2021 and authorize its use for road, bridge, and sidewalk construction and repairs, as 

well as Town parking lots and public ways, and including expenses for curbing, drainage and 

engineering fees when required, with the funds to be used in conjunction with the State of Maine 

Urban/Rural Initiative Program, and with unspent balances to be carried forward each year? 
 

The money will not be raised by taxes. 

 

And removes Article 41: 

 

Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $300,000 from the Unassigned Fund Balance for 

Fiscal Year 2020/2021, which begins July 1, 2020 and authorize its use for the purchase and 

installation of a full-size elevator at Town Hall to be placed into a reserve account for this purpose 

and carried forward each year until fully expended? 

 

NOTE: The Town Hall does not comply with ADA Guidelines.  The installation of an elevator 

will provide ADA compliance for all floors of Town Hall. (Exhibit G) 
 

Motion: Vice Chair Ganiere made a motion to accept the revised warrant articles being presented.  

Selectman Cobb seconded the motion. 

The motion carried: 4:0  

 

14. Quitclaim Deeds and/or Installment Contracts 

None. 

 

15. Abatements/Supplements 

 

16. Second Public Comment 

Chair Wright opened the first public comment.  There being no comments, Chair Wright closed the first 

public comment. 

 

17. Executive Session  

None. 
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18. Other Business/Non-Agenda Items 

 Town Manager Eldridge invited Board members to sit in on a meeting with Civil Consultants regarding 

the Hussey School. 

 

Chair Wright thanked Town employees for their work through the State of Emergency. 

 

19. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 7:01pm.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Patricia Murray 

Town Clerk 

 

 

 

The May 12, 2020 BOS Meeting Minutes – Signed as approved at the Board of Selectmen’s May 26, 

2020 meeting. 

 

On behalf of the Board 

 

__________________________________________________    
  


