Town of Berwick,

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF ASSESSORS
MINUTES

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 6:30pm Via Zoom
11 Sullivan Street
Berwick, ME 03901

1. Call to Order
Chair Wright called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

2. Roll Call
Board Members Present via Zoom: Chair Thomas Wright, Vice Chair Ed Ganiere, Selectman Noah Cobb,
and Selectman Kenneth Manning, Jr.

Board Members Absent: Selectman Mark Pendergast

Staff Members Present via Zoom: Town Manager Stephen Eldridge, Assessor Paul McKenney and Town
Clerk Patricia Murray

3. Pledge of Allegiance
Chair Wright led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes
e May 12,2020

Motion: Selectman Manning moved to accept the May 12, 2020 minutes as written. Vice Chair Ganiere
seconded the motion.
The motion carried: 4:0

5. First Public Comment

Chair Wright opened the first public comment. There being no comments, Chair Wright closed the first
public comment.

6. Public Hearing
None.

7. Reports of Committees
« BCTV Committee
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None.

e Envision Berwick Committee

None.
Department Reports
None.
8. Appointments/Presentations/Other Guests
None.
9. Unfinished Business
None.

10. Town Manager Report
Town Manager Eldridge reported the following:

o Fire Station Update: the interior is being finished. There is an inspection at the end of the
week then insulation and sheetrock will begin. Siding is going up and the roofing is
complete. A budget update will be available by the next BOS meeting.

e Public Works is prepping for road work.

o Code Enforcement is very busy. Jen McCabe is working remotely with some office
hours.

e The Library will be starting curbside pickup and drop off. They will have limited hours.

e The First Responders are staying healthy.

e The Hubbard Road bridge will be closed from June 1, 2020 to July 31, 2020. Detours
will be posted. A speed/radar trailer will be on Ridlon Road.

11. Selectmen Communications
Chair Wright reported the following:
e The American Legion had an abbreviated service on Memorial Day.
e Town Hall reopening went well. Hours are M-W 8:30 —4 and Th 12 - 7.

12. Approval of Warrants

05-07-2020 Payroll Warrant #2045 $ 60,954.35
05-21-2020 Payroll Warrant #2047 $ 53,088.59
05-28-2020 A/P Warrant #2048 $ 117,124.52
05-28-2020 Payroll Warrant #2048 $ 58,242.43

Motion: Chair Wright made a motion to accept the Accounts Payable Warrants as presented and on the
condition of the inspection of a majority of the Board of Selectmen. Vice Chair Ganiere seconded the
motion.

The motion carried: 4:0

13. New Business
e BOS to set Public Hearing date for the July 14, 2020 Town Election for June 23, 2020

Motion: Vice Chair Ganiere made a motion to set Public Hearing date for the July 14, 2020 Town

Election for June 23, 2020 as requested by the Town Clerk. Selectman Cobb seconded the motion.
The motion carried: 4:0
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o Ratio Declaration and Homestead Exemption Estimate

Mr. Paul McKenney, Assessor, explaine dthe Ratio Declaration. Municipal assessors are required
annually to report the ratio or percentage of just value upon which local assess,emts are based. Assessors
must adjust personal exemptions (i.e., Homestead, Veterans, etc.), personal property and current use
assessments (i.e., tree growth, farmland, and open space) by the certified ratio.

Per Maine Revenue Services, the certified ratio should be within approximately 10% of the overall
assessment for developed parcels determined by Maine Revenue Serivces in the annual audit.

The most recent sales analysis over the past 2 years to April 1, 2020, shows an assessment ratio of 93%.
During its annual audit, Maine Revenue Services determined the overall assessment ratio for developed
parcels in Berwick to be 92%. Per Maine Revenue Services, the range in which Berwick can declare its
certified ratio is between 83% and 101%.

In consideration of the current uncertainty in the market, Mr. McKenney recommends a certified ratio of
100%.

Motion: Vice Chair Ganiere made a motion to accept the Ratio Declaration and Homestead Exemption
Application as presented at 100%. Selectman Manning seconded the motion.
The motion carried: 4:0

14. Quitclaim Deeds and/or Installment Contracts
None.

15. Abatements/Supplements
e Abatement: Off Old Sanford Road M/L R051/2

Mr. McKenney, Assessor, presented the following abatement request. The subject is a 5-acre vacant
parcel that lacks direct road frontage and is accessed by foot on an unmaintained right-of-way off King
Lane, a private road. Prior to the revaluation, this parcel was classified as an unbuildable-lot.

The property was evaluated during the town-wide revaluation and it was determined that because of the
noted right of way in the Deed, this parcel has the potential to be built upon. The property owner is
requesting that the parcel be reclassified as a non-buildable lot and the assessed value be reduced
accordingly.

Per Berwick’s Land Use Ordinance Article VII Performance Standards 7.21 Access to Lots, “any access
road serving three or more dwelling units shall meet the road design and construction standards of the
Town of Berwick Road Construction Standards. With four single-family dwellings located on King Lane,
the property owner would have to pay the cost of road improvements before this lot can be built upon.
The estimated cost of the necessary improvements to the road that is approximately ¥z mile long is greater
than the market value of a similar buildable lot.

Because it is not feasible at this time to upgrade the road for this property owner, a reduction in the
assessed value is warranted. Therefore, it is recommended that the assessed value be reduced by $10,800
from $30,400 to $19,600, and that an abatement be granted in the amount of $189.32.

Motion: Selectman Cobb made a motion to accept the Abatement request for Off Old Sanford Road M/L
R051/2 as presented. Vice Chair Ganiere seconded the motion.
The motion carried: 4:0
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16. Second Public Comment
Chair Wright opened the first public comment. There being no comments, Chair Wright closed the first
public comment.

17. Executive Session
e Title 1 8405(6)(C) — Economic Development

Motion: Chair Wright made a motion to enter into Executive Session per MSRA Title 1 §405(6)(C) —
Economic Development. Vice Chair Ganiere seconded the motion.
The motion carried unanimously: 4:0

The Board entered into Executive Session at 6:50pm.

The Board resumed its regular meeting at 7:10pm. Chair Wright noted no actions were made
during the Executive Session.

18. Other Business/Non-Agenda Items
Selectman manning attended a briefing on Thursday regarding the Hussey School. A November vote is
anticipated. Mr. James Bellissimo, Planner, has the information.

Selectman Cobb asked for a moment of silence for those who have lost their lives due to Covid19. The
death toll has passed 100,000. The Board held a moment of silence.

19. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:11pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Murray

Town Clerk

The May 26, 2020 BOS Meeting Minutes — Signed as approved at the Board of Selectmen’s June 9,

2020 meeting.

On behalf of the Board
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