
           April 16, 2020 

 

 Town of Berwick 

 Planning Board 

 11 Sullivan Street 

 Berwick, ME 03901 

RE: Pond Road Marijuana Production 

Dear Board Members: 

We own two homes that are directly impacted by this proposal.  The first is on Pond 
Road and the proposed barns are currently staked out just a few steps from our back deck.  The 
second is on Perry’s Way with the back of our property having a direct view of the subject 
property. 

We echo and endorse in full all the very valid and addressable issues mentioned in the 
letter of April 12, 2020 to the board by Alyson and Jerry Graybill and of April 13, 2020 sent by 
Paul and Deborah Amatucci.  Additionally, we would like to address a few other concerns 
below. 

 

1. The Pond Road property is deeded to have two easements to allow for pipes and a 

septic system/ leach field for the support of 13 Pond Road.  The proposed road into 

the grow barns is directly over the easement.  After obtaining consult with an 

attorney we have learned the following: 

a. The person who owns the land encumbered by an easement is always 

somewhat restricted in what he can do with that portion of his land.  Some 

easements are relatively innocuous, but a septic easement would severely 

restrict the owner’s options for using that portion of his land.  For example, 

he can’t build any roads across the septic easement or even occasionally drive 

his pick-up truck over it because that could damage the septic field.  He 

cannot build any sort of building on top of the field. He can’t pasture large 

animals there because, over time, they would compact the soil causing early 

leach field failure.  He should not grow a vegetable garden there due to 

possibility of contaminants.  He is even limited as to what trees he can choose 

to plant because the roots of many water loving trees (e.g. willows) will wind 

up clogging septic lines. He can’t dig a well and he can’t put his own septic 

leach field in the easement.  And, he must allow workmen onto his property 



any time the septic system needs maintenance.  In fact, if the workmen need 

to go onto to some part of his property that is outside the boundaries of the 

easement in order to maintain the septic system, he actually has to allow for 

that as well.  This right is referred to as a “Secondary easement”. 

2. Aside from the above-mentioned fact, why would one propose/ allow for such a 

structure so close to the current home?  The stress this placed on us once these 

stakes were placed is immense.  It seems to us that the set back behind our 

residence seems to be an issue. We are not sure of the commercial setback 

provisions in the current town code, but it appears this commercial building is being 

constructed within residential setbacks. The production building will now be almost 

on top of the existing property’s back property line. This is unacceptable and the 

proposed facility certainly is NOT compatible with the current residential 

neighborhood. 

3. From our understanding, marijuana land use ordinances only allow for production 

facilities on land that has frontage on route 4 or route 9.  This plot does not.   

4. We know it has been mentioned before but odor is of great concern.  The primary 

resident of 13 Pond Road has severe asthma that is induced by odor.  It is triggered 

by candles, eucalyptus, smoke, skunk, perfume, cologne; etc.  She uses two 

corticosteroids and a bronchodilator daily.  If you need a medical note, we are happy 

to supply one.  

5. We are very concerned about lighting.  The window view of the master bed room in 

the Pond Road residence looks directly on to this proposed production barn. 

6. The Perrys way residence is inhabited by 4 small children.  Security is a huge 

concern.  Will the town police be able to handle the increase resourcing needs to 

properly patrol this area?  We have already felt the need to add the services of ADT 

home security to add protection due to the increased traffic coming down our road 

since the opening of Kind Farms.  

7. Did the site walk occur on 2 Apr 2020?  We left a message with the town hall to see 

if this was still happening in light on COVID-19.  We did not get a returned call.  IF 

this did occur, we would respectfully request a second walk will proper notification 

to the residents of Pond Road, Portland Road, Perrys Way and Circuit Road.  

8. Property value of both homes are now a major concern. 

We are very saddened by the news of this proposal.  Not only does this take away the 

country feel of our homes but it makes it nearly impossible for the current habitants to 

live in the Pond Road residence.   

Please include us in the Planning Board meeting tonight. 



 

Respectfully, 

Heidi Leveille and Marlene McDonald 

13 Pond Road 

Berwick, ME 03901 

 

11 Perry’s Way 

Berwick, ME 03901   

Cell: 617 784 4058  Home 207-384-3345 

Heidi.m.leveille@gsk.com 

 


